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1. NATURE & SCOPE OF MISSION  

This report covers an independent fact finding mission taken by both the NGO and other relevant 

stakeholders especially the Government and the Police Department into the allegations of continuous 

brutality and human rights violations by personnel of the Papua New Guinea Royal Police Constabulary 

(Police) in the West Pomio area of the East New Britain Province in 2011. The allegations were raised by 

the landowners and people of the Ralopal (Portion s196C) and Pomata (Portions s197C) agro-forestry 

concessions who are currently contesting the illegal taking of their customary land under a special 

agriculture and business lease (SABL) for oil palm development.   

It is alleged the logging company (Gilford Ltd) responsible for clearing the forest for oil palm 

development had hired personnel from the PNG Royal Police Constabulary for their purposes to prevent 

landowners from stopping operations of the company. It is alleged the hired policemen have 

intimidated, harassed and physically assaulted local landowners who have tried to pursue their 

disagreement with the proposed project by protesting and setting up road blocks, etc. 

These concerns were raised by the West Pomio people with the PNG Eco Forestry Forum (The Forum) 

and its members in November and December of 2010. Since then the Forum and its members have 

raised the issue with the Government through talkback shows and general awareness which included an 

open letter to the current Police Commissioner, Mr Taomi Kulunga MBE, which demanded that police 

personnel in the area concerned and currently alleged to have been responsible for the intimidation of 

the West Pomio people to be immediately removed from the area. The Police Department under the 

leadership of the Assistant Regional Commander, Mr Anthony Billie, in response carried out their own 

internal investigations into the matter and in turn denied the claims of police brutality raised. In 

response to the alleged claims, he also suggested the possibility of an independent fact finding mission 

into the allegations.     

 The independent fact finding mission was the result of that proposal as initiated by the Assistant 

Commissioner of Police, Mr Billie and was intended to verify  whether or not the allegations of police 

brutality raised by the West Pomio people was true.  

The Eco Forestry Forum and its members taking upon the responsibility to follow through with the 

suggestion from the Assistant Police Commissioner and organized an independent team of people from 

the different relevant sectors of both public and private to investigate the allegations. Persons from the 

different sectors were identified and the investigation was carried out between the 9th- 12thOctober 

2012. The investigation was carried out over a period of two days on the 10th and 11th, visiting 4 of the 

total of 7 affected villages.  

The Independent Fact Finding Mission Members (The Team) comprised of personnel from the following 

institutions and offices;  

1. Deputy Police Commissioner’s Office- Internal  Affairs,  

2. Provincial Police Commanders office,  

3. Ombudsman Commission – East New Britain,  
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4. PNG Forest Services - East New Britain, 

5. PNG Port Services – East New Britain 

6.  East New Britain Provincial Government ,  

7.  PNG Eco Forestry Forum (PNGEFF) - NGO’s,  and;  

8.  West Pomio Local Level Government officials (District Administrator & Area Manager).  

The team was tasked to investigate the truth of the allegations against police of violence, serious assault 

and victimization of villagers in the five different villages of Totongpal, Mauna, Lau, Bairaman and Mu in 

the West Pomio area. The exercise was initially scheduled over a period of 7 days however was reduced 

to a period of 3 days  upon request from the Police, who advised a week was too long for police 

personnel to be acting out of normal duties.   

As a result not all villages initially scheduled were visited and the only 4 villages visited were Totongpal, 

Lau, Bairaman and Mu. Though Mauna village was not visited, the Mauna people were asked to come to 

Lau village to be interviewed.   

The team travelled by two dinghies out of Kokopo on the 9th October 2012 (Tuesday) at 5.30 am and 

6.00 am and returned to Kokopo on the 12th October 2012 (Friday). 

 

2. BACKGROUND 

In late 2010, it was particularly noted that there was a sudden increase in the issue of special purpose  

leases also know as Special Agriculture and Business Leases (SABL’s) from a total of 1. 2 million hectares 

in December 2010 to 2.34 million hectares in January 2011 and then to a rapid increase about 5.07 

hectares in March 2011. It was also revealed through reports received that much of such grants were 

riddled with legal improprieties and landowner groups from the Mekeo area, Central, Collingwood Bay 

area, Oro Province including West Pomio who had access to legal services were contesting the grant of 

these leases. In almost all cases of such grants the legal problems complained off were that customary 

land were being re-classified and issued as special purpose state leases without the knowledge and free 

prior informed consent of lawful landowners. 

The effect of such leases were that customary land being granted under such special purpose leases 

were converted to state leases which would as per the Land Act 1996,  have a duration of 99 years. The 

trend so far with such conversions have been that after the period of lease of  99 years, the lease rarely 

reverts back to the land owner resulting in generations of people missing out on the usage of land. Such 

instances have been the cause for land disputes between customary owners and lease owners under 

similar schemes all over the country.        

 This led to an intensive NGO campaign in early 2011 for the establishment of a Commission of Inquiry to 

investigate the grant of such leases. An Independent Commission of Inquiry was successfully established 

by GoPNG in May 2011 to investigate all such grants in the country by the Lands Department. A 
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moratorium was issued on all grant of SABL’s and all forest clearance authorities for that purpose by the 

National Executive Council (NEC) also at the same time. 

The West Pomio area of Pomata (s196C, Nakanai/Woipuna, Talasea) & Ralopal s197C, Woipuna, 

Talasea) was one of those granted under the special purpose leases on the 8th July 2008 for the 

development of an oil palm project in the area. The logging company (GILFORD Limited) immediately 

moved in to do large scale clearance on the land. Upon careful reconsideration it was established that 

the Pomata and Ralopal agro-forestry concessions in West Pomio were being granted without the 

consent of the local landowners. The land allocated for agro forestry (oil palm) was taken and awarded 

as a special agriculture lease without the consent of the people. It has been further ascertained that the 

large scale clearance of forest is being done on the wrong piece of land because the land allocated 

under the special purpose lease is a different piece of land.  

Landowners have not being consulted nor have they signed agreements or documents allowing for their 

forests to be cut down. Furthermore the people have expressed it is their desire to do eco forestry in 

order to conserve their forest resources and have being actively involved as a community to draw up 

land use plans to prioritize the usage of the land and resources around them in a sustainable manner. 

Large scale clearances of their land or commercial logging is obviously not an option. 

 Despite the existence of an Independent Commission of Inquiry into the grant of SABL’s and the 

moratorium declared by NEC in the granting of Forest clearance authorities, it has been  reported that 

the logging company(Gilford Ltd) continued to operate. The company had gone to the extent of 

recruiting policemen to harass the landowners who were disputing the award of the lease and the 

clearing of their forests without their consent. Reports received highlighted that policemen on different 

occasions in 2011 and 2012 in the hire and care of the logging company had conducted raids in certain 

villages, intimidating ordinary villagers, rounding up youth and men and physically assaulting them for 

putting up blockages to prevent further logging and refusing to sign consent forms for logging to 

continue on their land.  

Considering the fact that the lawful rights of ordinary village people have been disregarded, the PNG Eco 

Forestry Forum and its members on behalf of the people of West Pomio took the lead to bring this 

incidents to the notice of the Commissioner for Police in a publicized open letter on the 2nd February 

2012 condemning the act of these ‘rogue’ policemen. The letter highlighted the blatant and open 

disregard by the policemen at the Drina Logging Camp of his formal directive on the 6th December 2011 

which ordered the withdrawal of all policemen hired by logging companies and operating from logging 

camps around the country. The formal directive was issued after an earlier open letter to the Police 

Commissioner in 2011 raising the plight of the Pomio people.   

The Forum and its members were referred to the Assistant Police Commissioner based at Kokopo 

considering the allegations arose from an area within his jurisdiction. The Assistant Police Commissioner 

then proceeded to conduct internal investigations and denied the claims of police brutality as alleged in 

a public announcement from his office on the 27th April 2012. Also in that letter the Assistant Police 
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Commissioner also suggested that an independent fact finding mission could be organized to verify that 

fact.   

The independent fact finding mission was deployed to verify the truth of the claim by the Police and to 

investigate whether the alleged police brutality did really occur in West Pomio as alleged by the local 

people.    

                  

3. SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS 

3.1 On the 3rd October 2011, at Totonpal village, the policemen, when not able to locate the 

landowner spokesman, badly assaulted two of his male relatives by beating them up with large tree 

branches until they were unconscious. They were then taken to Drina logging camp and locked in a 

shipping container for 3 days and 3 nights without charge. 

3.2 On the 6th October 2011 between 12.00 am and 4.00 am in the morning the policemen under 

the influence of alcohol went to Totongpal village and conducted a raid and indiscriminately assaulted 

male members of the village suspected of opposing the logging and oil palm projects. The villagers were 

beaten with fan belts, rifle butts, tree branches and kicked with boots as well. 

3.3 During the first week of October 2011 two youth from Malai village were arrested by police and 

locked in a 20ft shipping container for 2 days and 2 nights for assaulting a machinery operator who had 

driven over their village spring water source. They were also threatened with prosecution and were 

forced to sign an agreement to pay compensation to the machinery operator and not to oppose the 

logging operations. 

3.4 On the 21st December 2011, police rounded up about 30 youth from Mauna village including 

village elders, severely beating them with fan belts and tree branches and locked them up in the police 

jail at the Palmalmal government station. 

3.5 On the 24th February 2012, policemen detained 16 youth from Mauna village, took them to 

Drina logging camp and forcefully told them not to resist the logging operations.    

3.5 On Saturday 3 March 2012 representatives of landowners from Portion 197C, Ralopal timber 

concession area that on or about Friday 2 March 2012 the police personnel stationed at Drina plantation 

went to Mauna village and forced some of the landowners to sign some written agreement not to put 

up blockades on their customary land to prevent logging machines from harvesting trees on their land. 

The Police also threatened villagers that any protests against the company will result in them being 

jailed.i  

3.6 On March 5, 2012, reports were received from landowners from Portion 196 C, Pomata 

Concession areas that on 4 March 2012, a day after the raid at Mauna village, the police went to Mu 

village and also did the same, forcing landowners to sign consent forms to allow logging machines to go 

onto their land to cut trees. Landowners who refused to sign the consent agreements deserted their 
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homes when alerted that police were looking for them. The same threats of harm including death 

threats were issued by police to the villagers to those that refused to sign the consent agreements. 

 3.7 On March 6, 2012 reports were received from the villagers that some landowners at Mauna and 

Lau villagers were locked in a container upon refusal to sign consent forms. Villagers were threatened 

that they would be sent to Kerevat Jail if they refused to sign the documents presented which resulted 

in most fleeing their homes and hiding in fear of their lives and the lives of their families. 

3.8 On the 3rd April 2012, 10 youth from Lau village were arrested by police for blocking their 

watercourse stopping the company speed boats travelling up and down the river and dirtying drinking 

and washing water. They were taken to the Drina campsite and made to sleep on logs out in the rain all 

night. They were then taken to Palmalmal station and locked up for 2 days and 2 nights. Whilst there, 

they were refused toilet and shower necessities. They were also ordered to do community work without 

any proper determination of their guilt.    

 

4. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED 

 
Totongpal Village  Mauna Village   Lau Village  
 
 
Richard Malva   Jacob Matalu   Richard Bokea 
Ben Samunsa   Hubert Kasalinra  Augustine Menangna 
Abraham Lolly   Theodore Kamating  Kudwick Kavele 
Joe Koreapage   Elias Sorekeisa   Patrick Karuss 
Frank Samunsa   Alois Momo   Edward Alarea 
Paulus Pilatei       Catherine Waia 
Peter Lawona Pele 
Jack Paulel 
Nick Koimun 
Dominic Kaltape 
Raphael Malva 
 
 
Bairaman Village  Mu Village 
 
Charles Parika   Joe Key 
Max Kapola   Daniel Rutot 
Willie Wanpis   Daniel Pavol 
Russel Furenkansa  Joseph Kalamei 
    Raymond Kamana 
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5. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION 

The period of investigation was initially scheduled for seven days however was decreased to 3 days 

upon request from the Police. The Team was delayed again by one day, travelling out of Kokopo on 

Tuesday the 9th rather than Monday as planned. We arrived in West Pomio, and the village of Totongpal 

on Monday afternoon and spent the night. Considering the time given and the change in duration of 

investigation from 7-8 days to 3 Days, investigation were conducted in only 4 villages i.e, Totongpal, Lau 

and Bairaman and Mu commencing on the 10th October 2012 at Totongpal village and ending on the 11th 

October at Mu village. The witnesses from Mauna village were asked to assemble in Lau village to be 

interviewed as the team did not travel there due to time limitation. Only 4 out of the 7 villages identified 

and scheduled were visited. The team returned to Kokopo from West Pomio on Friday morning on the 

12th October 2012.   

Investigations were conducted by way of interviews and were specific to only eyewitness accounts of 

the events alleged. Most of the witnesses called were the boys and men who were victims of police 

brutality, a few accounts were given by elders in the different villagers who were present during the 

raids by Police. The women were invited to also tell their stories but only one (a school teacher) was 

confident enough to tell it before the team. They however expressed their views and raised questions 

about the incident and other things affecting them during the time allocated to the village as a whole for 

whatever general queries they had.  

In every village visited, each member of the team were obliged to introduce themselves to the villagers 

before we started any sessions, advising of our positions and who we represented. One of the members 

of the team would then explain to the assembled villagers the purpose of our visit. In all villages the first 

40 minutes was given for general questions, however all those occasions exceeded 40 minutes and had 

gone over an hour. The only exception was at Mu village because we had arrived in the late afternoon 

and had to take advantage of the sunlight for recording purposes, so we left the general question time 

to after the conducting of the interviews. After the general question time then the villagers were then all 

excused while interviews began with the witnesses of the alleged police raids. The interviews were 

conducted in a manner were each witness was allowed to give their account in front of the whole team 

and were questioned by all members in the presence of all members of the team. At the end of the 

interview of each witness, the members of the team held a general consultation of their opinion of the 

demeanor and the accuracy of the information that was just being related then we would proceed to 

the next witness. This process was possible only at Totongpal village which was the first village visited 

because we spent the longest time there. For the Mauna, Lau and Mu villages the consultation among 

team members for their opinions were skipped until the end of all interviews considering the lack of 

time and the number of witnesses.    

In each of the villages there were well over 20 witnesses available to tell about their experiences 

however the team was only able to interview 10 or less considering time was against us and because 

most of their stories were similar, the team wanted to ensure anyone with a different story was not left 

out.    
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Upon arrival at Totongpal village, interviews were not conducted until the next day (10.10.12) because 

we arrived late in the afternoon and spent the night there. Sessions started at 8am and ended at 

lunchtime. Left for Lau village at about 1pm and we began sessions as soon as we arrived with the 

people from Mauna village. The people from Mauna village travelled to Lau village and were interviewed 

there by the team before the Lau people as they had to travel back home to their village that evening. 

The witnesses from Lau village were not interviewed until the following morning (11.10.12) which ended 

at about lunch. The Team then went to Bairaman village where only 4 witnesses were interviewed and 

left for the final village (Mu) arriving at about 3.00 pm. The team concluded the sessions at Mu village 

well after 6.00 pm. The Team returned to Kokopo the following morning departing Mu village at 4.00 am 

in the morning.  

 

6. FACTS  

On the 29th September 2011, 8 police personnel from the Mobile Squad Unit based at the Tomaringa 

Police Barracks in Rabaul were flown in by the logging company (Gilford Limited) operating the logging 

concessions  (s196C and s197C)  in the West Pomio area. The policemen were accommodated on site at 

the logging camp base at Drina and were being catered for by the company. 

Whilst there, between October 2011 and June 2012, these policemen acting on the orders of the logging 

company were alleged to have committed the following violations, intimidating, harassing and 

assaulting of ordinary villagers.  

Totongpal  

On the 6th October 2011, at about 4.30 am in the morning whilst the whole village were asleep and 

unaware, the policemen from the Drina logging camp numbering 8-10, in camouflaged uniform and 

armed, conducted a raid at the village. In the pretext of holding awareness about home brew, they 

gathered the men and youth of Totongpal together to sit on the grass in the middle of the village in 

front of the ‘Hausman’. The police then told all the elderly man to go away and began to severely beat 

up the young man with a fan belt, tree branches and kicked them with their boots. The people noticed 

that the policemen who did the raid were all drunk.   

The boys were told to give their names and when they did, they were verbally abused, accused for being 

troublemakers and were all assaulted by beatings and kickings while seated on the ground. There was 

no awareness as initially indicated and no explanation were given by the policemen for beating up these 

boys, all that was said during the beating were these words in the pidgin language; “ Nem bilong yupela 

save pairap lon bikhet ah, yupela ol mangi blo totongpal, yupela ol strongpela het”, nau bai yupela pispis 

na pekpek.” All present were beaten in the presence of each other and did not know for what reason 

they were being beaten for. Only the elderly and the woman watched from afar and could only hear the 

beating and the screaming of the boys being beaten. The assault was done in the middle of the whole 

village and all were aware of the action of the policemen. 
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Those beaten with tree branches were beaten until the branches broke. Most beaten sustained severe 

injuries to the head, back and limbs and were bleeding from those wounds and cuts received. Some of 

them were immobile for a couple of days as a result of the injuries.  

Only 12 of all those beaten were interviewed considering most of their stories were the same and did 

not differ much.  From these twelve (12) men, one of them was the father of one of the boys and 

witnessed his son being beaten. Those interviewed were;  

Richard Malva (21) 
Single 

Received injuries to his back being beaten with a fan belt. 

 
Ben Samunsa  (27) 
Married- I child 

was beaten with fan belt and tree branch receiving injuries to the right side of his 
body, was immobile for two weeks and could not go to work at the logging camp. 
Doesn’t know names of policemen but can recognize them. 
 

Abraham Lolly  
Married- 6 children 

Was hit with fan belt 3 times and tree branch 3 times on his back. 

Joe Koreapage (28) 
Married, 5 children 

Hit two times on the back with fan belt, 3 times on the hand and one time on the 
head with tree branch 
 

Frank Samunsa 
(21) Single 
 

Was whipped with fan belt 3 times, was without shirt and felt terrible pain 

Paulus Pilatei (49) 
Married, 5 children  

Received broken hand from beating with a dozer’s fan belt. Whipped on the right 
side twice. Hit on the back with tree branch. Went to Kaito village to receive 
treatment for injuries, was interviewed by Greenpeace and is featured on 
internet. 

Peter Lawona Pele 
Married, 8 children 
 

Was hit 6 times on his back and almost hit the place of his cut appendix, Can 
recognize the policemen who beat him but doesn’t know name.  

Jack Paulel  (27) 
Married, 1 child 
Accounts Clerk 

Was whipped with fan belt on his back,  

Nick Koimun   (35) 
Married, 5 children 

Was hit with fan belt on left side once and hit twice with stick  

Emmanuel 
Ragelpul  (31) 
Married, 1 child 

Was hit 3 times on the back, two times with fan belt and once with three branch 

Dominic Kaltape 
(22) Married 

Came right into his house, beat him up with gun butt breaking his lips and whilst 
taking him to Drina (logging camp) continuously whipped him with fan belt and 
locked him up in a container. Was taken to Kokopo to Court with 4 other boys 
Gilroy, Shane, Manu and George. No charges so case was dismissed, Policemen 
tricked them and told them to contribute K200 to buy their beer.   
  

Raphael Malva   
Church Elder 
/Former Councillor 

Was not beaten but witnessed the beating of his son, Richard Malva and the other 
men and was quite upset because his son is a church goer and does not smoke or 
drink. Noticed all policemen were drunk during that time. 
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Mauna 

On the 21st December 2011, at about 4.30 am in the morning whilst everyone in the village were still 

asleep and few mothers had awoken to cook breakfast for their families, the police came to Mauna 

Village.   They forcefully gathered all the boys in the middle of the village, then without telling them 

why, started to beat them using coconut branches. The police then marched the boys down to the 

beach, at the same time verbally abusing them, swearing them and calling them criminals.   

At the beach they broke lemon tree branches, guava branches and started whipping them all with that 

as well as the coconut branch. By that time it was already light and the whole village had gathered as 

they were being beaten up by the police. Woman, girls and children were screaming and crying as the 

beatings were occurring. Most sustained injuries and were bleeding from those injuries. 

The police then took them, about 30 young men and youth to the Drina logging camp in the logging 

company boat and from there were taken by the company truck to the Palmalmal Government station 

and had them locked up at the police cells there.  The policemen after detaining them there returned to 

the Drina logging camp. At Palmalmal they were told they were being locked up for 3 things, one of 

those was for protesting with sign boards to keep the company out of their land. They were locked up 

for two nights and whilst there, were tasked to do community work until the local policemen (Martin) 

returned from Rabaul and released them to go and spend Christmas with their families. They were told 

not to put up signs anymore stopping the company from operating. 

Upon being released, they were told to pay K20.00 each in compensation for an incident that was 

already resolved in the village and for which we had already paid compensation to the amount of 

K200.00. All present and detained were all aware they were arrested and detained for wrongs 

committed against the company. 

On a later occasion on the 4th March 2012, as a result of a protest letter given by the executives of the 

Mauna landowner group, the same policemen rounded up all executives including committee members  

bringing them to the Drina logging camp and forced them to sign agreements not to set up road blocks 

to disrupt company operations and to discourage them from pursuing eco forestry activities.   

Only 5 of those who were assaulted were interviewed considering it was late and there was more than 

30 of them to be interviewed.  Of those interviewed 3 were victims whilst 2 though not beaten were 

arrested together with the others and was witness of their injuries received from the beatings when 

locked up in the police cell at Palmalmal. The 5 interviewed were;  

1.Jacob Matalu      (31) 
Married, 3 children 

Was repeatedly beaten with coconut branch and the lemon tree branch and 
was bleeding all over his back. Was also kicked on his head and face twice, 
felt the third kick would break his jaw.  
  

2.Hubert Kasalinra   
(elderly) 10 children 

Was not beaten because of his old age but was punished by police even 
though was sick, was told to sit in the sun because he was responsible for 
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sending the boys to put signs to keep out the logging company from his land. 
When asked by Police he admitted so. He also saw witnessed the beating of 
the boys including his son Alex by Police. 
 

3. Theodore Kamating 
(22) Married 

Was beaten with lemon tree, guava tree branches and also coconut branch 

4. Elias Sorekeisa   (23) 
Single 

Was in the group that put up the sign boards ordering the company to keep 
out of their land. Was on his way to Palmalmal to visit sick father when 
caught by policemen at Drina and locked up at Palmalmal. Was joined by the 
boys from the village the same day. Witnessed his village boys being locked 
up at the cell with him with their injuries. 
 

Alois Momo           
Married with 5 children 

Was one of those arrested and detained by police at Drina for a whole day 
and night. They were forced by police to sign agreements not to put up signs 
to stop company operations  

       

 

Lau  

On the 1st April 2012, the logging company without consulting villagers at Lau village, used their 

speedboats to run up their waterway stirring up mud and dirt, polluting their drinking water holes and 

washing places whilst doing land demarcation at the head of the river. This led to the Lau villages cutting 

logs into the river to block their paths. 

On the 2nd April 2012, the police arrested 16 young men from Lau village and took them to Drina Logging 

Camp keeping them there. Throughout the night they were left outside to sleep on the logs in the heavy 

rain. Ten (10) boys were then taken the next day to Palmalmal police lock-up where they were all locked 

up in one cell meant for two people, for 2 nights and were not given excess to toilets. They were also 

ordered to do community work without any trial. 6 of the initial number of men arrested were allowed 

to return to the village from Drina. 

The following day, without any explanation they were taken to Kokopo Police station where they were 

allowed bail at K100.00 each. They were then left to struggle to survive whilst waiting for their court 

case. The Court at Kokopo dismissed the matter as it was a trivial matter and did not warrant any 

prosecution. They then returned home with the help of friends and relatives at Kokopo. 

Only 5 men were interviewed out of the 16 that were initially arrested. Also interviewed was a woman 

who is teacher by profession and is a local and her story was as a witness of the aftermath of what had 

happened on that day the police raided. The 6 people of Lau village interviewed included; 

1.Richard Bokea      (30) 
Married, 1 child 

Was one of those arrested and detained by police for blocking the water 
way. They were not beaten by Police but was attacked by an in land men 
(Mamusi LLG)who were supporting the logging company because they were 
promised. This happened whilst in police custody with permission from 
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police who were detaining them. 
   

2.Augustine Menangna 
(32) Married, 2 children 

Was also arrested for blocking river, were asked by police why they blocked 
river and when he answered it was because it was the only source of 
cooking and drinking water, the police slapped him and forced him to shut 
up.   

3. Kudwick Kavele     (25) 
Married , 2 children 

Was one of those who blocked the river and was arrested by police and 
taken to Drina however was one of the 4 who returned home and did not 
go to Kokopo. He was sworn at by Bruno Tewelman who witnessed the 
blockage and arranged the arrest by police. 
  

4.Patrick Karuss  (elderly) 
Former Councillor 

His son was the first beaten by police as he was found at the beach and 
brought to his house. When he tried to come to the ‘hausman’ where the 
police were verbally abusing the boys, was told to go away. Heard 
policemen telling the boys; “What do the NGO’s give you? I am paid by the 
Company, what about you? do the NGO’s pay you” . Went to Palmalmal to 
bail the men arrested but they had already left for Kokopo.   

5. Edward Alarea     (32) 
Married, 2 children   

Story is similar to others, was also one of those who blocked the river and 
was taken to Kokopo. 
  

6.Catherine Waia     (50) 
Married, 4 children 
Teacher 

Was in the garden when it all happened, came back to find all the mothers 
of the village crying ,distressed as a result of the incident, painful 
experience. 

      

Bairaman 

Charles Parika a local from Bairaman village had put up four blockages altogether on his land to stop the 

company from entering his land to log but all blockages were broken down by the logging company and 

the police by orders from the company. The 4th blockage was set up at a drinking water source and when 

broken down, it angered Mr Parika who then went to the campsite and assaulted the Malaysian 

manager.  

On the 3rd October 2011, as a result about 10 armed policemen conducted a raid on the village, kicking 

all doors down, terrifying and intimidating villagers. All the women were crying because this was the first 

something like this was happening. The police then took Charles Parika and his brother Max to Drina 

logging camp where they were locked up in a shipping container without food and water for two days. 

Charles explanation that their dozers was trespassing on his land and had destroyed their drinking water 

source was not good enough.              

They were released after two days and were ordered by the policemen to compensate the Malaysian 

K1000.00 and 2 pigs and were threatened if they did not they would be taken to Kokopo. They were only 

able to pay up the K1000.00 but did not give any pigs. Max Parika was also forced to sign some 

documents which he did not understand.  
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In a another incident in May 2011, two other villagers (Willie Wanpis and Russel Furenkansa) were also 

arrested for chasing 2 workers from the logging company and were met by police on the way. The 

policemen swore them and took them to Drina and locked them up at in a shipping container 2 days 

without food and water. Whilst along the way the police continued to beat them with tree branches  

and forced them to drink swamp water. They were released after two days and were ordered by the 

policemen to pay K600.00 

 4 men from Bairaman were interviewed and they were; 

1.Charles Parika 
Married, 1 child   

Was treated like a criminal for standing up for his rights as a landowner, 
locked up in a container with  no food and water, was not given medicine 
when sick, instead medicine was crushed before his eyes. 
 

2.Max Kapola 
Single 

Same as above, as he had accompanied Charles and was arrested together 
with Charles Parika 
 

3. Willie Wanpis    (22) 
Single 

Whilst on the way to Drina was forced to beaten with tree branches and 
forced to drink swamp water, Was also forced to take their trousers off whilst 
in the truck to the Drina camp and harassed them. 
 

4. Russel Furekansa  
(Teenager ) 

Was with Willie Wanpis and tells the same story. 

 

Mu 

 In May 2011 men from Mu village numbering to about 14 went to a blockage which they did and 

stopped the logging company’s machine from cutting trees on their land. The machines were taken 

away and a letter was given by the company for the disputing landowners to meet with the company to 

determine the boundaries of the land. 

In response to the letter given, about 14 men from Mu proceeded to the company premises to meet 

with the directors of the Pomata Landowner Group to discuss and determine land boundaries. When the 

directors saw them, they fled thinking the villagers were there to cause a fight. In anger the villagers 

smashed the director office and the logging company summoned the Police. 

 In Sept 2011 Police were flown in from Kokopo, and soon after they came to Mu village and rounded us 

up including the Directors, Managers of the landowners company to meet at Drina to resolve the issue. 

The police deferred the meeting twice and on the second occasion decided that it would be solved at 

the Palmalmal Government station. When the villagers got there, they were arrested and put in the 

police lock-up at about 4.00 am in the morning were transported to Kokopo for prosecution on the 

charges for break and enter and assault.  

Two weeks was spent at Kokopo where the case got heard and the villagers were fined K1000.00 and 

put on good behavior bond and travelled back to the village. 
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On the 25th March 2012, the second incident was when two policemen came to Mu village at about 6.30 

pm in the afternoon, and forced certain landowners to sign agreements that were not explained to them 

and not read to them. They were sworn at, harassed and forced to sign. The community came around 

especially the women but as soon as they realized what was happening they disappeared. The police 

then issued threats to harm and told the villagers that to ensure that other landowners come and sign 

these agreements as well.  The Police also ordered the villagers not to put up road blocks. 

Landowners and their families especially the ones sought after had to flee their homes and the village 

and went into hiding in the forests for periods up to two weeks to avoid the police because they did not 

want to sign those documents.     

Out of 14-16 available witnesses, 6 men gave interviews considering time was limited and much of their 

stories were similar. The 6 people interviewed were;  

1.Joe Key       (31) 
Married, 3 children 

Was one of those arrested and taken to Kokopo for breaking and entering. 
Was there with Daniel when Daniel was called by Police and witnessed 
landowners (Daniel Rutot and Pius) being forced by the Policemen to sign 
agreements not disrupt company operations. 
    

2. Daniel Rutot       (43) 
Married, 3 children 

Is one of the land owners who was forced by Police to sign agreement not to 
stop logging company from operating, did not read it, was not given time to 
read it, when asked asked what was in it, was sworn at by the Police. 
  

3.  Daniel Pavol      (33) 
Married, 5 children   

Was one of the villagers who went into hiding in the forests for 2 weeks  

4.  Joseph Kalamei   
(Elderly) Chairman-
Village Court 

Expressed opinion that police has taken over this place and that the 
government systems are no longer effectively functioning. Confirms that 
everything said is true as he has witnessed it himself. 
  

5.Raymond Kamana(16) 
Teenager 

Was there when the Greenpeace boat came, saw 5 armed policemen who 
came to them got their names and told them to go home. 
  

6.Henry Pamen    (30) 
Married, 4 children 

Was one of those taken to Drina logging camp for protecting his land and 
locked in a container without food and water and denied access to toilet. 
Was also one of those that fled with his family to the bush to avoid signing 
any agreement being forced upon by Police. 

 

7. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

 

The team in its investigation had interviewed eyewitnesses and victims of the alleged police brutality 

which in all villages were well over 10 -20 people who either were victimized or had witnessed the 

incident.  
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It was apparent that in each village visited that the whole village community were well aware of the 

incidents that were alleged to have happened and were able to raise their dissatisfaction about the 

action of the policemen at the general question time allocated for the village as a whole. A number of 

people especially the elderly expressed anger and disappointment that the Government could deny 

their claims as it was a terrifying experience for them.    

Generally, in terms of the allegations presented, the Team did find the following; 

i) Policemen were flown into the area and were being deployed in the hire and care of the logging 

company, Gilford Ltd and were accommodated at the Drina Logging Camp;  

ii) That these policemen were responsible for the raids conducted in the different villages as 

alleged for the purposes of the company in ensuring the logging operations continued;  

iii) That the force used by policemen in dealing with ordinary villagers as alleged was grossly 

excessive, unwarranted and amounts to a criminal intent to do grievous bodily harm; 

iv) The manner of arrests and detentions effected by these policemen were a breach of the 

peoples constitutional  rights as per s42 and s37 of the Constitution; and 

v) That the treatment received from the policemen whilst in their custody and under their care is 

inhuman and amounts to a breach of their human rights. 

Specifically and for each village in terms of the allegations made or received, the following are the 

Teams findings: 

     

Totongpal 

In Totonpal there were 32 eye witnesses altogether however the team only interviewed 12 persons 

considering time limitations and the fact that most of their stories were similar being altogether and 

beaten at the same time. The Team found the accounts of all 12 witnesses to be true accounts of what 

had happened as alleged.  

It was found that policemen armed with guns and in camouflaged police uniforms did conducted a raid 

at 4.30 am in the morning at Totongpal village in West Pomio on the 6th October 2011. They rounded up 

all men in the pretext of creating awareness and ordered them to sit on the grass in front of the 

‘Hausboi’ in the middle of the village, that all other policemen stood on guard whilst two of their 

members armed with a fan belt and with a tree branch proceeded to belt up the men without any 

explanation, that those men belted had sustained serious injuries to certain parts of their bodies.  

The accounts of all the witnesses were similar and therefore true. All were gathered and told sit on the 

grass before the ‘Hausboi’ and were beaten were in the presence of each other therefore all their 

stories were similar. All witnesses refer to two policemen doing the beating while all the rest stood 

guard around, one armed with a fan belt and another with a tree branch They all refer being beaten 

with either a tree branch or being whipped with a fan belt.    
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Like every true story, they differed in specifics i.e where they were when woken up, who woke them up, 

the injuries they received, their opinions as to reasons for being beaten. Their accounts was further 

corroborated by the Mr Raphael Malva, father of Richard Malva who watched his son being beaten 

before the other boys were beaten and pleaded with the policemen that his son is a churchgoer and 

does not drink or smoke. He was especially angry that his son was being beaten for no reason at all.    

The incident happened in the middle of the village at about 4.30 am in the morning, other villagers both 

men and women were awake then because of the commotion and could hear the beatings going on. The 

elderly men had gathered there as well however were sent away by police and watched from afar as 

their sons got beaten by police. The assault by police was done in openly before the village community. 

The team also did find that the force used on the young men was excessive, too brutal and does amount 

to a criminal intent to cause grievous bodily harm. It also was breach of their human rights and directly 

contradicting their constitutional rights as per s42 and s37. 

Mauna 

The accounts given by all 6 witnesses are true considering there are no inconsistencies in the major 

aspects of the story. That the accounts of most of the witnesses interviewed were similar as all were 

together in a group and were being beaten at the same time by the Police, further the beatings took 

place in the middle of the village and was witnessed by the villagers.  

It was found that policemen armed with guns had gone to Mauna village at about 4.00 am in the 

morning on the the 21st December 2011 in the logging company dinghy and conducted a raid on the 

forcefully gathered youth and men in front of the ‘Hausboi ‘ and without warning started beating up the 

men using the hard part of a coconut branch including broken branches from the lemon tree and the 

guava tree. They were then all marched to the beach whilst bleeding from the injuries and were 

transported in the company dinghy to the Palmalmal Government station to be locked up in the police 

cell there. Others were taken to the Drina logging camp then were taken to Palmalmal in the logging 

company truck,   

It was also found that the reason for the raid at Mauna village was because the landowners from the 

Mauna area had put up signs and blockages on their land to prevent the company from entering their 

land to cut trees.  

The only women who gave evidence though was no there during the beating arrived from the garden 

however gave details instead of the reaction from women during the police raid and their distress at 

what happening.   

All accounts given were similar in the main aspects and differed in the minor details as would any true 

story from each person’s perspective. Furthermore the beatings took place in the middle of the village 

and before the village community who were already up then and were screaming and crying for their 

children and husbands who were being beaten. 
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The stories of the men beaten was corroborated by the landowner (Hubert Kasalinra) who requested 

the making of the signs and the blockades to stop the logging company from entering his land, as he was 

ordered by the policemen to sit in the sun even though he was sick and he witnessed the beatings on 

the other men.  He even in his statement believed, he would have been beaten too if he was younger.  

Their accounts was further corroborated by Elias Sorekeisa who was arrested earlier for putting up a 

sign post and taken to Palmalmal. He was there when the rest of the boys were brought Palmalmal and 

joined him. He saw that they were still suffering and bleeding from the beatings they had undergone 

when brought to the police cell at Palmalmal.     

Lau 

 5 people from Lau village were interviewed and the team found them to be all to be truthful witnesses.  

The Team did find the policemen from the Drina Logging camp did go to Lau village on the 2nd of April 

2012, rounded up and arrested 16 young men for blocking the river because the company boats 

travelling up and down the river was stirring up mud and dirt, polluting their drinking water holes and 

washing places. They were taken to the Drina Logging Camp where they spent the night and were left 

outside to sleep on the logs in the pouring rain. Then were taken the next day to Palmalmal police lock-

up where they were all locked up for 2 nights in a cell meant for two people and were not allowed 

excess to toilets. 

The Team did find that the men from Lau were falsely imprisoned and taken to Kokopo where the 

charges were dismissed by the Court being a trivial matter. They were caused unnecessary hardship the 

two weeks wait in Kokopo for the case against them to find the case dismissed, then the struggle to look 

for money to return home.  

Most of the accounts given by the witnesses were similar as they were all rounded up together and at 

the same time, also the act was done in the presence of the whole village community. Furthermore their 

stories would be corroborated by those in Kokopo who had assisted in providing bail money, money for 

food during stay at Kokopo and those that provide money for them to return home. 

The acts of these policemen are evident of a wanton disregard of human lives and amount to breach of 

human rights and their basic rights accorded by the constitution.   

Bairaman 

The accounts given by the 4 witnesses of the two separate incidents are true. The arrest of Charles 

Parika and Max Kapola was done in front of the whole community.   

The team did find that on the 3rd October 2011, 10 armed policemen conducted a raid on the village, 

kicking doors down, terrifying and intimidating villagers. Charles Parika and Max Kapola were then taken 

to Drina logging camp where they were locked up in a shipping container without food and water for 

two days. They were released after two days and were ordered by the policemen to come up with a 
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compensation of K1000.00 and 2 pigs. Max Parika was also forced to sign some documents which he did 

not understand.  

The team also found that, in May 2011, Willie Wanpis and Russel Furenkansa were also arrested by 

policemen for chasing 2 workers from the logging company. They were taken to Drina and locked them 

up at in a shipping container 2 days without food and water. They were also beaten with tree branches 

and forced them to drink water from the swamp. Upon release two days after, they were forced by the 

policemen to pay K600.00. 

Mu 

6 eye witnesses were interviewed and found to be truthful.  

The team did find that on the 25th March 2012, two policemen came to Mu village at about 6.30 pm in 

the evening, and forced landowners, Daniel Rutot and another Pius Terego to sign documents without 

explaining to them what it was about nor were they given any opportunity to read the document. Daniel 

and Pius were sworn at, harassed and forced to sign and then the policemen ordered Daniel to look for 

Henry Ruto and Daniel Fisherman and bring them to Drina to sign similar documents. Daniel Rutot could 

not find them because they were hiding in the bush. The policemen did issue threats that anyone who 

did not sign would be taken to Kerevat jail and ordered for them to stop putting blockades on their land. 

It was also established that landowners and their families who did not want to be forced to sign the 

documents fled their homes and went into hiding for periods up to two weeks to avoid the police. Daniel 

Pavol fled with his family and hid in the bush for 2 weeks because he did not want to sign the document.  

This incident also happened in the middle of the village in presence of other villages who were also 

witnesses to this incident and have been affected by it. 

Joe Key was with Daniel Rutot when the policemen arrived and called Daniel over. Joe Key followed 

after and also saw the Policemen force Daniel to sign the document and the heard what the policemen 

was saying. Joseph Kalamei an elder of Mu village and ex-chairman of the Village Court in support of the 

men who were giving their story iterated that all said about the Police is true having seen it himself and 

expressed that the police have taken over everything and the government systems to deal with such 

issues are nonexistent and no longer effective. 

  

8. CONCLUSION 

From the investigation conducted, and the findings made, the TEAM has reached the following 

conclusion; 

1. Officers from the Royal PNG Constabulary were hired by Gilford Ltd the logging company 

operating at the Ralopal (s196C) and Pomata (s197C) agro-forestry concessions and were 

accommodated at Drina, their campsite. 
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2. These police officers were used by Gilford Ltd for their purposes which is to thwart any attempt 

by the local people to stop the logging operation. 

 

3. These Police Officers did conduct raids at all the villages in West Pomio as alleged i.e Totongpal, 

Mu, Bairaman, Lau and Mauna and are responsible for the harassment, intimidation and serious 

assault of ordinary and defenceless villagers using dangerous weapons such as trees and shrub 

branches, coconut branches, fan belt and guns and inflicting serious injuries on the victims in the 

process.   

 

4. The force used by the said Police Officers as alleged were grossly excessive considering they 

were dealing with unarmed villagers and the acts of assault did amount to serious indictable 

criminal offences, and warrants punitive action. 

 

5. The attempt by Police to stop valid protests contesting the likely fraudulent taking of their land 

and the manner of arrest/detention effected on the people in the incidents of raid are baseless, 

unwarranted and are a breach of their basic legal and rights and also their constitutional rights. 

 

6. The treatment of the persons in their custody by the said police officers in the related incidents 

are inhuman and amounts to a violation of their basic constitutional and human rights.    

 

 

7. The internal investigations done by the office of the Assistant Police Commissioner in Kokopo  

apparently is faulty in that it has not been thorough and did not involve consultation with the 

local people who were victimized and is therefore is inadequate and not a true representation 

of the facts as it was.           

 

In general, the most important conclusion to be made here is that, serious assault by police did occur at 

the villages as alleged. There was ample evidence in the number of people that were willing to give their 

accounts of being beaten or having witnessed what had happened. In general all stories and accounts in 

each setting were the same and only differed in specific experiences which is corroborative and 

undeniably offers a ring of truth to their accounts.  

In each village, all the victims told the same stories and these were corroborated by people who 

witnessed these events at different times and different places. It was in fact found that these stories 

were common knowledge at each village as these incidents happened in the presence of the whole 

village. The general discussions that took place before the actual interviews and involved the residents 

of a particular village all referred to the incidents as events being witnessed by the village as a whole 

which leaves no other hypothesis except the fact that the incident of assault and brutality by police 

really did occur. 
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Though the mission did not go further into investigating and determining the reason for why the police 

were there in the first place and for what purpose they were summoned or who did summon them, it 

was the general conclusion of the Investigation Team that the police brutality as alleged by the people 

of West Pomio and as detailed herein did occur.  

It should be noted, however that further investigations into the basis warranting police presence in the 

area was impracticable, considering the time allocated for the task, and not all persons willing to give 

their stories in the different villages visited could be interviewed. 
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APPENDIX I 
 
 
Investigation Team Members ; 
 
 

 
SECTORS & OFFICES REPRESENTED 
 

 
       OFFICER PRESENT 

 
          COMMENTS 

1. Deputy Police 
Commissioner’s Office- 
Internal  Affairs,  
 

 
 Eliab Giri   
Senior Sergeant  
OIC - Internal Investigation Unit , 
ENBP 
 

 
 (See Appendix II) 

2. Provincial Police 
Commanders Office,  

 

 
Albert Mapo  
Chief  Sergeant  
Police Headquarters - ENBP 
 

 
         X      (Difficulty in 
communication due to lack of access 
to email) 
 

3. Ombudsman Commission – 
East New Britain,  

 

 
Dorothy Tamos 
Assistant Investigator – NGI 

 
 (See Appendix II) 

4. PNG Forest Services - East 
New Britain, 

 

 
Abraham Kailo    
OIC - Forester 
 

 
         X      (Difficulty in 
communication due to lack of access 
to email) 
 

5. PNG Ports Services – East 
New Britain 

 

 
Gard Penni  
 Senior Customs Officer 
 

 
       X   (same as above) 

6. East New Britain Provincial 
Government ,  

 

 
John Matava  
Finance Advisor 
 

 
       X    (same as above) 

7. West Pomio Local Level 
Government officials.  

 

 
District Administrator 
 
Area Manager 

 
       X    (same as above,  both are 
located on ground at West Pomio 
and unreachable ) 
 

8. PNG Eco Forestry Forum 
(PNGEFF) - NGO’s  
 

 
Mary Boni  
 Manager - Policy, Governance & 
Research  
 

 
 
      (Report  Writer)  
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APPENDIX II 
Responses from Team Members (Police – Internal Affairs, Ombudsman Commission) : 
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